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before. Whenever the postal rate on 
books is higher than the cost of handling, 
the government is levying an unnecessary 
tax on ideas. 

On broad grounds of public policy there 
should be the freest possible flow of ideas, 
not only among our own people, but be- 
tween nations. The most civilized peo- 
ples of the world are growing closer to- 
gether, because they are beginning to un- 
derstand each other better. If it is neces- 
sary to have any tariff barriers at all be- 
tween them, it is certainly unwise to have 
barriers against ideas as printed in books. 
A tax on knowledge and education is espe- 
cially unwise in a republic, the very exis- 
tence of which depends on the intelli- 
gence of its citizens. Our tariff on Eng- 
lish books bears heaviest on those who 
are least able to pay it — our scholars, our 
teachers, our scientific investigators. Else- 
where the most enlightened governments 
do everything in their power to encourage 
such men as national assets. Here our 
policy actually discourages them. An en- 
lightened policy would put books in a 
class by themselves and on a plane above 
the ordinary commodities of the world. 
Instead of being taxed they should be 
privileged, not for the encouragement of 
an industry but for the education of the 
people. 

While it has taken fifty years even to 
reduce the tariff on English books, there 
is great encouragement in the fact that 
a beginning has been made. The late 
Prof. Sumner said: "If asked why they 
act in a certain way in certain cases, 
primitive people always answer that it is 
because they and their ancestors always 
have done so. A sanction also arises from 
ghost fear. The ghosts of ancestors 
would be angry if the living should change 
the ancient folkways." In tariff matters 
we seem to be a primitive people; any 
suggestion of change is met with an in- 
stant prediction of dire consequences. The 
political mind is panicky at the prospect 
of change. Of a politician who was al- 
ways pessimistic about any alteration in 



governmental policy, it was said that if 
he had been present at the creation he 
would have thrown up his hands in holy 
horror and exclaimed, "Chaos will be de- 
stroyed!" We have long been familiar 
with the political stump speaker who loves 
to expatiate upon the calamities which 
would follow any reduction in the tariff. 
Yet we have survived a large number of 
such reductions. When the next book 
schedule is under consideration, we com- 
mend to our tariff and postal rate makers 
the motto of this Association, "The best 
reading, for the largest number, at the 
least cost." 



President ANDERSON: We have asked 
the Committee on library administration 
to make its report at this session, be- 
cause we understand it has to deal largely 
with the exhibit of library labor-saving 
devices now at the public library of the 
District of Columbia, and to which early 
attention should be called. I will there- 
fore call on Dr. BOSTWICK, the chair- 
man of that committee, for the report. 

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY ADMIN- 
ISTRATION 

Mechanical devices are coming to play 
an increasing part in the administration 
of all institutions, and the library has 
been no exception to this rule. Many 
labor-savers have been devised especially 
for library use. Some of these have been 
placed on the market in commercial form 
and are more or less familiar to all; others, 
perhaps equally useful are practically un- 
known beyond the libraries where they 
originated. Others still, devised without 
any thought of their possible use in li- 
braries, have been adapted to such use, 
and there are doubtless many machines 
invented to fill a general business need 
that we shall gladly adopt when the 
special insight of some library worker is 
able to point out the way to us. 

It has seemed to your committee that 
an assemblage of such of these devices as 
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it might be able to get together, would be 
of especial interest to the members of 
this Association. 

Our recommendation that such an ex- 
hibit should be held at this conference 
was approved by the Executive Board 
shortly after the mid-winter meeting in 
Chicago. A few days later work was be- 
gun on preliminary arrangements. In De- 
cember, 1913, the trustees of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia public library had au- 
thorized the librarian to offer for the ex- 
hibit the use of the lecture hall on the 
second floor of the main building. It very 
soon became apparent that the lecture hall, 
which measures 50'x60', would not af- 
ford sufficient space for a suitable ex- 
hibition and ultimately about two-thirds 
of the second floor was given up to the 
committee's use. Excluding aisle space, 
the total amount of space available for ex- 
hibition purposes was about 3,800 square 
feet. 

The purpose and the nature of the ex- 
hibit, as well as the limitations of space, 
necessitated a very careful selection of 
exhibitors. Work was begun and has been 
carried on with four general purposes in 
mind: 1. To include only devices which 
are capable of satisfactory service in li- 
brary work. 2. To include as many dif- 
ferent kinds of labor-savers, adapted to 
library use, as possible. 3. To include as 
many as possible of the best represen- 
tatives of each kind in order that libra- 
rians attending the exhibit may not only see 
one good machine or device of a certain 
kind, but may compare two or more of 
the best. 4. To include some of the less 
expensive representatives of various kinds 
of devices as well as the higher-priced, in 
order that the librarians of small and 
poorly supported libraries may find much 
in the exhibit that will be serviceable to 
them. The scope of the exhibit has been 
extended somewhat beyond the field of 
labor-saving devices as this term is prop- 
erly understood, for it seemed desirable to 
show as comprehensive a display as pos- 



sible of general library furniture and equip- 
ment. Filing and indexing devices, stacks 
and shelving, charging desks and catalog 
cases, and as many as possible of the nu- 
merous small appliances and supplies 
needed in connection with the library 
routine have, therefore, been included. A 
great many small office and desk appli- 
ances which it seemed desirable to dis- 
play could not be obtained under the same 
arrangements which were made with most 
of the exhibitors, because the devices 
were so small and inexpensive that it 
would not pay the manufacturer to send 
representatives to take charge of their dis- 
play. Manufacturers of such devices have, 
therefore, been invited to send whatever 
they have for exhibition in care of the 
secretary of the exhibit, to be displayed 
and demonstrated at a very low cost under 
his direction. The responses to this in- 
vitation have been satisfactory and it is 
believed that the display of small and in- 
expensive devices will be interesting and 
profitable. 

One of the earliest points to be decided 
was the question of how to meet expenses 
without receiving any profit, as the Ex- 
ecutive Board had approved the suggestion 
of holding the exhibit on the understand- 
ing that the Association should not incur 
any expense and on the other hand that 
the exhibit should not be considered as a 
source of profit. Charges to exhibitors 
were, therefore, fixed at the lowest pos- 
sible figure which would enable us to clear 
expenses without possibility of loss through 
unforeseen expenses at the last moment. 
After carefully estimating the expenses 
which would be incurred in connection with 
the exhibit, the charge for floor space was 
fixed at 13 cents per square foot. The 
charge for the demonstration of small 
devices sent in care of the committee was 
fixed at from one to five dollars accord- 
ing to the number of devices sent, the 
space they would occupy, and the care 
they would require. These prices prove 
to have been well suited to the purpose, 



BOSTWICK 



79 



for if there is any profit remaining after 
the close of the exhibit it will he extremely 
small. Whatever there may be will be 
turned over to the general funds of the 
Association. 

Early in February a circular letter was 
sent to 59 librarians asking for suggestions 
(1) concerning labor-saving devices with 
which they were familiar, which they would 
recommend for inclusion in the exhibit 
and (2) concerning other devices or kinds 
of devices which they would like to have 
opportunity to inspect at this exhibit. Re- 
plies were received from 42 librarians and 
the suggestions received have been very 
helpful, both in determining the kinds of 
devices which would be most appreciated 
at the exhibit and in learning of useful 
labor-savers which are not widely known 
to librarians. The first step towards get- 
ting in touch with the manufacturers was 
taken on February 12 when a circular let- 
ter was sent to about 60 manufacturers of 
well-known devices. Since that date there 
has been much correspondence with nearly 
200 firms. Many who did not reply to the 
circular were not communicated with 
further. In many other cases one follow- 
up letter was sent and then if no reply 
was received the matter was dropped. No 
attempt has been made to persuade any 
firms to enter the exhibit if they did not 
consider it to their advantage to do so. 
This may explain the absence of some well- 
known firms such as the Burroughs Adding 
Machine Company. With many firms, how- 
ever, considerable correspondence was 
necessary before they made their decisions. 

In the case of every labor-saving ap- 
pliance there is of course considerable dif- 
ference of opinion as to which is the 
best representative of any type. Every ef- 
fort has been made to include in the ex- 
hibit no machines or appliances which can- 
not fairly be considered' among the best of 
their type. The committee of course can- 
not vouch for the merits of all the various 
appliances which will be shown in the ex- 
hibit. It can only state that it believes 



that all machines and appliances shown are 
good, and worthy of careful consideration. 
Practically all of the devices shown have 
been recommended to the committee by 
librarians who know them and have found 
them to be good, and without exception 
all of the devices are so well and favor- 
ably known in the business world or the 
library world that there was no cause to 
question the advisability of including them 
in this exhibition. 

At this writing final plans for the ex- 
hibit are being concluded, but there are 
many important details which cannot be 
finally adjusted until almost the last day 
preceding the conference. It is therefore 
impossible for the committee's report to 
give a full statement concerning the de- 
vices which will be shown in the exhibit. 
A catalog will be printed and given to 
every member registering at the con- 
ference on the opening day. This catalog 
will give full information with short de- 
scriptive notes concerning the various de- 
vices shown. A brief summary of the data 
which will make up this catalog is given 
below. 

The number of manufacturers who will 
be represented in the exhibit either by 
their own representatives or by young men 
employed by the committee is about 60. 
About 30 different kinds of devices will 
be shown. The following roughly classi- 
fied list gives all the information which 
can be given at this date concerning the 
different devices represented: 

Adding and calculating machines will be 
represented by the Dalton Adding Machine 
Company and by the Comptometer Com- 
pany. The Dalton adding machine ranks 
among the best listing machines, and the 
comptometer is one of the best known 
of the non-listing machines. Closely al- 
lied with the adding machine is the bill- 
ing machine, which will be represented 
in this exhibit by the Elliott-Fisher Com- 
pany, one of the best known manufacturers 
of billing machines. They will demonstrate 
two of their models, a billing and order 
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entry machine and a book typewriter. Ma- 
chines of this nature are capable of effect- 
ing a great saying of time and labor in 
the bookkeeping and order departments 
and in any department where there is 
much statistical work to be done. There 
are a number of low-priced adding ma- 
chines on the market and an attempt was 
made to get one or two of them for the 
exhibition, but it was not possible to do so. 

The addressing machine will be repre- 
sented by the Addressograph Company, 
which will show several of their machines 
of moderate prices, excluding the most 
expensive and highly specialized machines 
adapted to business use but not, in gen- 
eral, to library use. This statement ap- 
plies also to many other firms who manu- 
facture machines at many different prices. 
All firms entering the exhibit understand 
that it has been arranged primarily for the 
benefit of the librarians. They will, there- 
fore, show only such machines as are best 
adapted to library use and they will make 
their demonstrations such as to show espe- 
cially the capabilities of their machines in 
library work. Librarians who cannot af- 
ford the most expensive addressograph 
equipment, will be interested in seeing the 
possibilities in the use of the lower priced 
equipment which will be shown. 

It has not been possible to go very far 
into the field of binding and book repair 
materials and equipment. The Monarch 
Glue Company, however, will be repre- 
sented with display of their bookbinders' 
flexible glue and also of their library paste. 
This glue is very highly recommended by 
the librarian of one of our largest public 
libraries where it has been used for a 
good many years with very successful re- 
sults. 

For many years past the use of the dic- 
tation machine has become more and more 
general in business, and the President's 
Commission on Economy and Efficiency 
appointed by President Taft, recommended 
very strongly the general use of the dic- 
tation machine in all government depart- 



ments having much correspondence. It 
would seem as though the use of the dic- 
tation machine had not been sufficiently 
investigated by librarians in general. 
Opinions of course differ as to the merits 
of this method of giving dictation, but it 
seems as though the use of the machine 
should at least receive a careful trial by 
all librarians having any considerable 
amount of correspondence. The dicta- 
phone, manufactured by the Columbia 
Graphophone Company, and the Edison 
Dictating Machine, manufactured by 
Thomas A. Edison, Inc., will be demon- 
strated by representatives of those com- 
panies. 

The Howard Dustless Duster Company 
will display various kinds of dusters for 
use on furniture, floors, or walls and! 
ceilings. The distinctive feature of these 
dusters is that they are treated by a chem- 
ical preparation designed to cause the 
duster to hold all dust until washed out 
with hot water and soap. The dust can- 
not be shaken or beaten out. So far as 
the committee's knowledge goes, the dust- 
er seems to bear out the statement of the 
manufacturer, that it is sanitary and eco- 
nomical. The Vacuna Sales Company will 
show their cleaners of various types and 
the Santo vacuum cleaner, manufactured 
by the Keller Manufacturing Company, 
will also be demonstrate* One of the 
Santo machines sells for $35.00 and will, 
therefore, be interesting to the librarians 
of small libraries where only a moderate 
priced cleaner could be obtained. Brushes 
especially designed for cleaning floors will 
be shown by the Milwaukee Dustless Brush 
Company. The Kelley Electric Machine 
Company will show their electric floor 
cleaner with various attachments for 
cleaning floors and surfaces of different 
materials. 

The display of manifolding and dupli- 
cating machines will include two of the 
best known duplicators for use in making 
a limited number of copies and two of the 
best known of the more expensive ma- 
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chines for doing larger work. The Beck 
Duplicator and the schapirograph will be 
demonstrated, and the mimeograph and 
the multigraph. The Beck duplicator and 
the schapirograph are so closely similar 
that only a careful examination and com- 
parison of the two can enable one to 
determine which seems best adapted fo. 
his uses. The demonstration of the lat- 
est models and most improved appliances 
of the mimeograph and the multigraph 
should be worth seeing even by those who 
are already familiar with both of these 
machines. 

A very important feature of the exhibi- 
tion will be the demonstration of the 
rectigraph and the photostat. Until very 
recently it had been hoped that the camera- 
graph also would be represented, but the 
Cameragraph Company has found it im- 
possible to have a representative in Wash- 
ington at this time. The committee be- 
lieves that this is the first time an op- 
portunity has been given to see both the 
rectigraph and the photostat demonstrated 
at an exhibition of this kind, and it is a 
matter of regret that the three leading 
machines of this type cannot be seen 
together. 

Practically all of the best known type- 
writers will be shown by representatives 
of the companies, who will not conduct 
any competitive speed tests with profes- 
sional operators, such as form a feature of 
the ordinary commercial business show, 
but will confine their demonstration to 
showing their latest models and appliances 
and to demonstrating their machines as 
especially adapted to library purposes. 

Furniture and general library equipment 
will be shown by the Art Metal Construc- 
tion Company, Gaylord Brothers, the 
Globe-Wernicke Company and the Library 
Bureau. Stacks and shelving will be shown 
by the Art Metal Construction Company, 
Library Bureau, and Snead and Company. 
In the exhibits of Gaylord, Library Bureau 
and Globe-Wernicke, there will be many 



small appliances useful in every library 
regardless of size and income. 

The visible index has been widely ad- 
vertised in recent years by the Index Vis- 
ible Company and by the Rand Company. 
The indexing systems of both of thes 
companies will be demonstrated in the 
exhibit. The committee will not under- 
take to say what the future possibilities 
of these indexes in library service may be, 
but it would seem as though the devices 
were of sufficient interest and offered suf- 
ficiently good possibilities for adaptation 
to library service at some time in the 
near future, if not at present, to justify 
their inclusion in the exhibit and to make 
it worth while for librarians to give them 
careful consideration. 

We cannot give here a complete list of 
the many small devices which will be 
shown. The list will include clips and 
paper fastening devices, automatic count- 
ers, index guides, letters, signs and bul- 
letin boards, magazine binders, moisteners 
for moistening envelopes, stamps and 
labels, a pasting machine, numbering and 
dating machines, pencil sharpeners, rub- 
ber type and stamps. 

Inasmuch as the financial side of the ex- 
hibit cannot be finally closed until after 
the end of the conference week, it is not 
possible at this time to give a complete 
statement of the revenue and the expenses 
of the exhibit. A full statement will be 
filed by the secretary with the committee 
as soon as affairs are entirely settled. Be- 
low is given a statement of the expected 
revenue and a summary of the probable 
expenses as closely as it is possible to 
give the figures at this time. The revenue 
will be slightly in excess of five hundred 
dollars. The expenses will be approximate- 
ly as follows: 

Stationery $ 15.00 

Typewriting and multigraphing 75.00 

Postage 25.00 

Attendants to demonstrate small 

devices 20.00 

Guard for duty on exhibition floor. . 10.00 
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Lumber 30.00 

Carpenters' service 170.00 

(This includes making the floor 
ready for the exhibition, erection 
o£ railings to separate booths, and 
restoring the floor to its normal 
appearance at the close of the ex- 
hibit.) 

Printing of catalog 140.00 

Invitations to Washington business 
men and government officials 15.00 

$500.00 
The exhibition will be open on the 
following schedule of hours: 

Monday 2 to 10 p.m. 

Tuesday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Thursday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Every morning and all Thursday the ex- 
hibit will probably be open for librarians 
only. 

The exhibit will not be found to have 
reached the stage of perfection which the 
committee desired. There are a num- 
ber of important labor-savers which should 
have been included but it was impossible 
to get them. It is believed, however, that 
the exhibit contains enough to make it 
profitable for the librarians attending the 
conference to give it their careful atten- 
tion. Not much, if anything, could be 
gained from hasty inspection of the as- 
sembled devices. The committee hope, 
however, that a careful inspection of the 
various devices may prove to be of some 
assistance in helping to lower the cost 
of library administration. 

It is right to say that the only member 
of this committee who has done any work 
in connection with the exhibit, except to 
give advice and information, is Mr. George 
F. Bowerman of Washington. The com- 
mittee desires to express its gratitude to 
Mr. C. Seymour Thompson, assistant li- 
brarian of the public library of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, who has had charge of 
the practical work of assembling the ex- 
hibits and conducting the necessary busi- 
ness. ARTHUR E. BOSTWICK, 

Chairman. 



Supplementary 

To this report should be added some 
account of the exhibition considered as 
part of the Washington conference, writ- 
ten after its close. We believe that the 
success of the exhibit amply justified the 
wisdom of our attempt to hold it. It 
proved to be in many respects the central 
point of the conference, an easier and 
more certain place to meet friends than 
either Continental Hall, where the general 
sessions were held, or the New Willard 
Hotel, which was nominally the head- 
quarters. 

For various reasons it was impossible 
to count the attendance. On one day the 
usual weekly count was taken of the num- 
ber of visitors to the building, and this 
showed an attendance of about 400 more 
than the average of several weeks pre- 
ceding. Hence it may be fairly estimated 
that in the five days of the exhibit there 
were probably between 1,500 and 2,000 
visitors. There is no way of knowing 
how many of these were from government 
departments or Washington business 
places. It seems probable that a very 
high percentage of the librarians who at- 
tended the conference visited the exhibit 
at least once. Some are known to have 
come two or more times. 

It is cause for gratification that the ex- 
hibitors, in general, felt very well satis- 
fied with the attendance and the interest 
shown. Several were extremely pleased. 
Some few were disappointed that the local 
attendance was not larger, though it was 
recognized that we had done all we could 
to secure a good local attendance, in order 
to make the exhibit as profitable as pos- 
sible to the firms who went to the trouble 
and expense of exhibiting. It is undoubt- 
edly true that although the attendance 
was smaller than is usual at ordinary 
business shows, there was a far lower per- 
centage than usual of visitors who come 
merely from Idle interest or curiosity. We 
had endeavored to eliminate so far as pos- 
sible the curiosity or souvenir hunters. 
The result made the exhibit more enjoy- 
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able for the visitors, and equally profit- 
able, if not more so, for the exhibitors. 

It will be noticed in the following finan- 
cial statement that the expenditures in 
connection with the exhibit were exactly 
equal to the receipts. This is accounted 
for by the fact that for the services of 
the library building's force and of the 
young men who demonstrated the miscel- 
laneous appliances a definite amount was 
agreed upon as a minimum, with the un- 
derstanding that more would be paid if 
the revenue permitted. After meeting all 
other expenses there was a surplus suffi- 
cient to enable us to pay more than the 
promised minimum, but not all that we 
had desired to pay. 

Several firms which were listed among 
the exhibitors do not appear in the finan- 
cial statement, for various reasons. The 
exhibit of the Kalamazoo Loose-Leaf 
Binder Company was made in connection 
with that of the Dalton Adding Machine 
Company. Similarly, the Santo Vacuum 
Cleaner, made by the Keller Manufactur- 
ing Company, was exhibited with the 
Kelley Electric Machine Company's ex- 
hibit; and the Milwaukee Sanitary Meth- 
ods Company's exhibit was with that of 
the Vacuna Sales Company. Through 
professional courtesy no charge was made 
Mr. Hirshberg of the Cleveland public li- 
brary for exhibiting his fine-computer. No 
charge was made the St. Louis Multiplex 
Display Fixture Company because of the 
cooperative way in which their exhibition 
frames were used. The United States 
Gum Tape Company preferred to present 
the District of Columbia public library 
with a pasting machine in lieu of paying 
the exhibition charges. In view of the 
important contributions made to the ex- 
hibit by the public library, in the assist- 
ant librarian's time, in electric light and 
power, and other ways, it was thought 
proper to accept the machine in accord- 
ance with the preference of the manu- 
facturers and to turn it over to the li- 
brary. In the same way a small dating 
stamp was received from the Roberts 
Numbering Machine Company, who sent a 



stamp early in the week of the exhibit. 
The Goodline Manufacturing Company 
was charged $3.00, but has recently passed 
into the hands of a receiver and payment 
has not been made. Whatever amount, 
if any, is received from the company in 
payment of the charges due, will be di- 
vided among the young men who helped 
in the demonstration. 

Receipts 

Addressograph Company $ 8.32 

American Multigraph Sales Com- 
pany 21.84 

Art Metal Construction Company. 26.00 
Automatic Pencil Sharpener Com- 
pany 3.64 

Bates Manufacturing Company 3.25 

Beck Duplicator Company 9.36 

Bradley Milton Company 3.00 

Business Men's Paper Press Com- 
pany 1.50 

Chivers Bookbinding Company 2.00 

Clinch Clip Company 1.00 

Clipless Paper Fastener Company. 2.00 

Columbia Graphophone Company. 7.80 

Commercial Camera Company 30.00 

Commercial Sales & Manufactur- 
ing Company 1.00 

Commercial Utilities Company 7.00 

Dalton Adding Machine Company. 12.00 

Davol Rubber Company 1.00 

Democrat Printing Company 6.50 

Dick Company, A. B 10.38 

Edison, Thos. A., Inc 9.10 

Elliott-Fisher Company 9.88 

Ensign Manufacturing Company. . 3.00 

Favor, Ruhl & Company 2.00 

Feldmann System Manufacturing 

Company 2.00 

Felt & Tarrant Manufacturing 

Company 14.79 

Forbes Stamp Company 1.00 

Fulton Rubber Type Company 3.12 

Gaylord Brothers 22.25 

Globe- Wernicke Company 28.60 

Hammond Typewriter Company... 15.60 

Heidelberg Press 2.00 

Howard Dustless Duster Company. 13.00 

Ideal Moistener Company 1.00 

Index Utility Company 2.25 
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Index Visible Company 18.20 

Johnston, Wm. G. & Company. . . . 12.48 
Kelley Electric Machine Company 9.36 

Library Bureau 28.60 

Matthews, Jas. H. & Company 1.05 

Monarch Glue Company 6.20 

Newman Manufacturing Company. 2.00 

Peerless Moistener Company 1.14 

Rand Company 10.90 

Rectigraph Company 30.00 

Remington Typewriter Company. . 9.88 

Royal Typewriter Company 13.00 

Schapirograph Company 6.24 

Sengbusch Self-Closing Inkstand 

Company 3.00 

Smith, C. C 3.00 

Smith, L. C. & Bros. Typewriter 

Company 13.00 

Snead & Company Iron Works. . . 24.70 

Stewart, S. A. Company 6.00 

Tablet & Ticket Company 6.24 

Underwood Typewriter Company. . 20.28 

Vacuna Sales Company 13.00 

Veeder Manufacturing Company. . 3.00 

Victor Animatograph Company 10.00 

Total receipts $536.45 

Expenditures 

Lumber for erection of railings to 

separate booths $ 25.69 

Chas. P. Prick, for preparation of 

rooms for exhibit 147.65 

Chas. P. Frick, care of time stamp 
and stereopticon and other serv- 
ices 22.20 

Chas. F. Frick, supplying extra 

guard duty 14.00 

Postage 21.00 

Multigraphing 2.00 

Typewriting 69.15 

Stationery 18.00 

Cards (2,500) for invitations 3.00 

Signs for Miscellaneous Appliances 

Section 95 

Rental of five dozen tables for ex- 
hibitors 16.00 

Attendants to demonstrate miscel- 
laneous appliances 27.00 

Printing 1,500 copies of catalog... 161.00 



Petty Expense Account, as Under — 

Registered letter to Rand Com 
pany 10 

Telegrams (2) to Snead & Com- 
pany .60 

Telegrams, Business Men's Paper 
Press Company 60 

Telegram, Commercial Utilities 
Mfg. Company 50 

Night Letter, Democrat Print- 
ing Company 60 

Parcel postage on return of 
goods to libraries 1.94 

Expressage on return of goods 
to libraries 1.07 

Car fares in course of four 
months' work 4.50 

Total expenditures ? 536.45 

President ANDERSON: Just at this 
point I want to express, on behalf of the 
Executive Board and the members of the 
Association at large, our heartfelt appre- 
ciation of what has been done by the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Library Association and 
its officers to make our visit here pleas- 
ant. To the president of the local asso- 
ciation who is to speak to us in a moment, 
to the members of the local committee of 
arrangements, and especially to Mr. Bow- 
erman who has been indefatigable in his 
labors in our behalf and for our comfort, 
our grateful thanks are due. 

The President then introduced Mr. H. 
H. B. MEYER, chief of the division of 
bibliography in the Library of Congress, 
and president of the District of Columbia 
Library Association, who gave a very in- 
forming and interesting address, illus- 
trated with the stereopticon, on the libra- 
ries of Washington. 

THE LIBRARIES OF WASHINGTON 

The city of Washington is rich in li- 
brary resources. The Library of Congress 
would lend distinction to any place, but 
a recent census undertaken to gather in- 
formation for the "Handbook of libraries 
in the District of Columbia," issued by 
the Library of Congress in cooperation 



